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Transition Times Newsletter

Although we have only two events to announce in this newsletter there has been much activity and plans are nearing fruition. The priority for 2009 is still awareness raising, although practical projects serve as essential indicators of what we aim to achieve. So far most of our awareness raising events have been films and talks to which the public have been invited. These will continue, and now we have some funds, we want to make greater efforts to advertise these events more widely. We are also exploring more central venues.

We want to reach out to other groups, giving talks etc. at their meetings. We want to hear from any of you with good contacts with relevant groups.

We have put (perhaps too much) effort into getting the Council to adopt the Sustainable Communities Act, and working out how to get people to make use of it - see below.

We also intend to repeat the very successful Autumn Fayre this November.

Heart and Soul Group Comes to Weymouth

Ana Cavill writes:

HEART & SOUL GROUP
This is one of the many ‘sub-groups’ that can exist within the overall loose structure of the Transition Towns movement. Its function is to explore the psychological, spiritual and consciousness aspects of transition, i.e. how to understand and help people adapt as we begin to rise to the challenge of peak oil and climate change. A good place to start is by reading chapter six of the Transition Towns Handbook by Rob Hopkins in which he describes, amongst other things, the stages of change and how to manage them using a multiplicity of strategies.
One point is, for example, the realisation that fifteen years ago most people were not aware, or thinking, of climate change or peak oil. Now however there has been a big shift and a large majority have heard of these topics. However there are many different levels of understanding, some people can feel so overwhelmed that they feel quite helpless whereas others want to get stuck in and DO something, and that something may vary from using low energy bulbs to having a complete solar/wind power system installed; from only buying British to only buying local produce.
Just as there are many ways forward, there is no final answer, but constantly evolving themes depending on who is in the TT group, what needs addressing, and the help that is available. This is where a H&S group can come into its own by helping to support the individuals and groups, during the lows as well as the highs, for it is recognised that in any project the planning and action stages are usually exciting whereas the maintenance and integration of change into a life style takes some doing. 
On 30th January I went, with Clare to a meeting with 3 TT’ners from Dorchester to look at what we understood an H&S group did. We ended up with an outline of how we thought the group meetings could be held and a list that we needed to consider at a future date. These included how we could; support, make sense of transition, humour and look after each other in the sense of community.
There is a lot more. Ultimately each TT needs its own H&S group. We need more people from W&P to join us to help envision the/our future and how to get there. At the next meeting 2 people from Purbeck TT have indicated that they would like to join us until they can establish their own group. For further information try http://totnes.transitionnetwork.org/heartandsoul/home [the Totness group have been going for some time and can give good insights to this work] 
The Heart and Soul group is exciting, challenging, inspiring……..
Please if you would like to know more, or join us, don’t hesitate to call me on 01305 766783. I need to know numbers for the next meeting as it is being held in a home on 
10th March 2009 at 7pm
Thank you for reading this. I look forward to the future. Remember as they say in Totness:
Energy Descent– Consciousness Ascent!

*******************************************************
SOLAR POWER 

IN YOUR HOME

A FREE WORKSHOP ON:

SOLAR WATER HEATING and       

SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAICS (PV)

7.30 pm FRIDAY 27TH MARCH,

ST FRANCES CHURCH HALL,    LITTLEMOOR ROAD, WEYMOUTH

Presented by: HENRY LOVEGROVE, DA21 Trustee, who has a PV system, and JOHN TOMBLIN, ex DA 21 staff, who has a solar thermal system

COME ALONG AND FIND OUT HOW TO GET HOT WATER AND ELECTRICITY FROM THE SUN IN YOUR OWN HOME.

HOW DOES IT WORK? WHAT WILL IT COST? HOW MUCH HOT WATER/ELECTRICITY CAN I GET? FIND OUT ANSWERS TO THESE AND OTHER QUESTIONS.

CONTACT: jvtomblin@aol.com Tel: 01305 832180 for more details of this evening workshop

***********************************************

Sustainable Communities Act

Some of us have got involved with the Sustainable Communities Act (see: http://www.localworks.org/) because we believe that it could be of use to us in the future in cases where the Council are prevented from helping us out because of government regulations etc. Councils in Dorset are adopting a common approach to the implementation of the Sustainable Communities Act. The timetable provides that suggestions from local groups and individuals as to extra powers that councils should be granted have to be submitted by the end of April. Councils in Dorset then have to sift them and work them into a form that can be sent to the Local Government Association (LGA) by 31st July. The LGA then has to select the most promising suggestions from all over the country and agree them with the Secretary of State.

We were proposing to organise a public meeting to elicit good ideas and suggest how people could best pursue them with the Council. Unfortunately we don’t as yet know when the Council will release details of how all this is going to work, so we can’t set a date. 

In the meantime we have set up a sub group of Margaret Tidball, Jon Orrell, Robbie Robertson and David Smith to work out how best to pursue the matter.

